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What they lack is a real taste for the strong and
powerful characteristics of the ancients. They turn
into mere panegyrists, and thus become ridiculous.

73

They have forgotten how to address other men ;
and, as they cannot speak to the older people, they
cannot do so to the young.

74

When we bring the Greeks to the knowledge of
our young students, we are treating the latter as if
they were well-informed and matured men. What,
indeed, is there about the Greeks and their ways
which is suitable for the young? In the end we
shall find that we can do nothing for them beyond
giving them isolated details. Are these observa-
tions for young people? What we actually do,
however, is to introduce our young scholars to
the collective wisdom of antiquity. Or do we
not ? The reading of the ancients is emphasised
in this way.

My belief is that we are forced to concern our-
selves with antiquity at a wrong period of our lives.
At the end of the twenties its meaning begins to
iawn on one.
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There is something disrespectful about the way
n which we make our young students known to
he ancients: what is worse, it is unpedagogical;
or what can result from a mere acquaintance with